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According to  JROTC
instructor Col. Scott Buhmann,
the program was entirely put
together by the cadets. “They
planned it and conceived it.
What better way to motivate
than to go to the schools to

~ teach an appreciation for their
country and the flag.”

The tools to help carry out
the concept, such as videos
and flags were donated by
Hobart American Legion Post
54. Buhmann said the lesson
fits in with JROTC’s primary
mission of “helping young
people be better citizens.” -

Joan Martin Elementary
School Principal Flora Keslim
said an added benefit is intro-
ducing younger students to
JROTC. “We’re exposing our
kids to the kind of programs
that are available at the high
school. They’re good role
models, definitely.” She added
that one of the reasons the fifth
grade was chosen for the pro-
gram is because they are
responsible for raising and
lowering the U.S. flag in front
of the school each day.

One of those role models is
freshman cadet Amjad Umrani.

~ Having come to the United
States from Pakistan four years
ago, he was once a fifth grader
at Joan Martin. He said there
was no flag etiquette program
at that time. “I feel so motivat-
ed because | want to teach
them and motivate them -
teach them things they domt
know. I love this country.”

In fact, the Hobart JROTC
program was reborn just three
years ago .after a 25-year

s el o Gl T e S absence. The Joan Martin Ele-
ABOVE LEFT: Joan Martin Elementary School fifth-graders Cain Strickley, left, and Stephen Kessel try to answer | mentary School visit is just one
questions about t_he United States flag using an electronic remote system during a flag etiquette program presented fast aESENERT Inog s undem]f’
week by Hobart High Schiools Jr. ROTC Unit. ABOVE RIGHT: The answer to a question abovt the history of the U, flag Yo T Dgidha
Is displayed.on a projector for students at Joan Martin Elementary School in Hobart. As part of a program presented by ]QC i
Hobart High Schaol Jr. ROTC cadets Nov. 30, fifth-graders were quizzed about what they had learned. . S




